
CVI in Education
Dr Stephanie Satariano

Educational Psychologist and Neuropsychologist
Stephanie@childpsychology.london



Impact of CVI in education 
Increased mental health difficulties

Impacts their all round development 

Impacts sense of belonging and connectedness in a school 

Even more of an issue in children with good acuity (based on clinical practice)
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Parents are the 
experts



Your child is THE expert

LET YOU CHILD EDUCATE US

Believe what they say

We need to teach them to trust themselves 

- they know what they need

- they need to be able to understand themselves 
so as to teach us



Not an isolated issue

In the context of brain injury 

Typically other diagnoses

IMPORTANCE of multi-disciplinary working 

E.g. 

Autism: the key strategy is using visuals 

Not helpful for people with CVI

Not isolated



EP or Neuropsychological Assessment 
- Need to understand CVI

- Approach during assessment - strategies to pace them and avoid 
overwhelm

- Caution when interpreting findings 



Find the person who cares

‘Plan-do-review’ 

Get support - as soon as you feel you and your child need it 

- Follow your instinct 

Unsure - contact a parent advocacy 

- E.g. IPSEA, SOS!SEN

Navigating the school



What do you need?

- Clear evidence of need
- Clear evidence of the provision required to meet that need
- The provision required to make ‘adequate progress’ - above “quality 

first teaching”
- Professional evidence 

- School reports
- LA professionals
- NHS professionals
- Independent professionals

You need to have clear evidence that the provision you are asking for is 
what they ‘need’ rather than what they may require in an ideal world

Does not mean to you don’t ask! But BE CLEAR 

CVI is usually the primary need, and the other needs follow on from this

EHCP




