KEY DATES FOR GCSE A’ LEVEL AND SATS EXAMS

NB this calendar shows the 2022-23 key dates. Exact dates for future GCSE, GCE and SATs exams may vary.

KEY DATES

9TH MAY TO KS2 SATs will take place between Tuesday 9th May and Friday 12th May 2023.

12TH MAY 2023

15™ MAY TO GCSE and A’ level exams start on 15th May and finish around 30th June.

JUNE 30TH

17™ AUGUST A’ level results day

24™ AUGUST GCSE results day
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THE STANDARD FORMATS AVAILABLE FOR GCSE AND A’LEVEL EXAMS ARE:

A3 unmodified enlarged. This is the standard exam enlarged onto A3 paper, providing a font
size of approximately 14pt for most papers. NB - these papers are not provided by awarding
bodies, centres should request permission to open the standard papers one hour early to enlarge
them themselves (the request must be made in advance — see key dates above for further
details).

A4 modified Large Print (18 point bold). The layout and presentation of the standard paper is
simplified to remove elements of visual complexity, without changing the level of difficulty of the
content on all modified papers. Pictures and diagrams are often redrawn to make them more
visually accessible. Modified large print papers are provided by the awarding bodies on request
(a request for these papers must be made before Jan 31%Y).

A4 modified Large Print (24 point) (a request for these papers must be made before Jan 31%!).
A3 modified Large Print (24 point bold). This is the same version of the paper as in 2 above,
enlarged onto A3 paper (a request for these papers must be made before Jan 31%Y).

A3 modified Large Print (36 point).

Grade 2 braille paper. Here the layout and presentation of the standard paper is simplified, and
the content is transcribed into braille, with tactile diagrams where appropriate. Braille papers are
provided by the awarding bodies (a request for these papers must be made before Jan 31%Y).
Non-interactive electronic (PDF) question paper. Pearson also offer interactive (write on) PDF
guestion papers.

Tactile diagrams with print labels.

For further information please visit http://www.rnib.org.uk/services-we-offer-advice-
professionals-education-professionals/access-exams-and-tests

THE STANDARD FORMATS AVAILABLE FOR KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 SATS EXAMS ARE:

Key stage 1 papers are available in modified large print (MLP) and uncontracted Braille
Key stage 1 regular paper 15pt
Key stage 1 MLP font for standard text Arial bold 18pt

Key stage 2 papers are available in enlarged print (EP) MLP, contracted and uncontracted
Braille

Key stage 2 regular paper 12pt

Key stage 2 EP font (approximate based on 22% enlargement) 14-15pt

Key stage 2 MLP font for standard text Arial bold 18pt

To access modified large print past papers and braille transcripts for the SATs exams from
2018, 2019 and 2022 please visit:

National curriculum assessments: practice materials - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)



http://www.rnib.org.uk/services-we-offer-advice-professionals-education-professionals/access-exams-and-tests
http://www.rnib.org.uk/services-we-offer-advice-professionals-education-professionals/access-exams-and-tests

AVAILABILITY OF MODIFIED GCSE AND A’ LEVEL PAST
PAPERS

Past papers are not always available in every format for a particular examination. Where
they are not available, awarding bodies are able to advise how papers would be
produced, allowing local authority teams to produce past papers.

Exam Web address for MLP Braille |Any other details?
board papers papers
AQA http://www.aga.org.uk/exams- AQA will The link takes you to the specific
administration/access- cover the | page for modified past papers.
arrangements/modified-question- costs of Select the subject, qualification,
papers ordering specification and year.
papers. NB — Only 18pt A4 and 36pt A3
are listed, as the 36pt A3 can be
printed on A4 to give 24pt on
A4,
OCR http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/p | OCR will Select type of qualification,
ast-papers/ cover the | subject and year from drop-
costs of down boxes. The modified
(MLP papers are listed with the ordering papers appear in a zip file below
standard papers when searched for) | PaPers. the standard papers.
Pearson/ | Modified papers | Pearson Pearson Click on the ‘search for past
Edexcel qualifications will cover | papers in modified formats’ tab.
the costs Select the level of qualification,
of ordering | subject and year.
papers. MLP papers, Duxbury braille
files, PDF tactile diagrams and
braille transcripts are available
to download.
WJIEC http://www.wjec.co.uk/students/past- | WIEC will | Type the subject in the search
papers/ cover the | field. Remember to untick the
costs of ‘hide modified past papers’ box
ordering on the left side of the results
papers. page to show all results.
CCEA A - Z of CCEA Past Papers & Mark CCEA will | Select subject, year, series and
Schemes | CCEA cover the | then select ‘Modified’ from the
costs of type of papers drop-down box.
ordering

papers.



http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/access-arrangements/modified-question-papers
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/access-arrangements/modified-question-papers
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/access-arrangements/modified-question-papers
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/access-arrangements/modified-question-papers
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-papers/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-papers/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/special-requirements/modified-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths&Exam-Series=November-2021
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/special-requirements/modified-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths&Exam-Series=November-2021
http://www.wjec.co.uk/students/past-papers/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/students/past-papers/
https://ccea.org.uk/past-papers-mark-schemes
https://ccea.org.uk/past-papers-mark-schemes

ACCESS TO REVISION GUIDES
The publishers should be able to provide an electronic version to a school or VI service.

Schools and services can source revision guides from RNIB Bookshare. RNIB Bookshare
host many revision guides (search the title or ISBN here UK education collection | RNIB
Bookshare, accessible books for print disabled learners.) These may be usable as they are
for learners with mild to moderate VI who can view them on-screen with low levels of
magnification. Users can also open these resources in the Dolphin Easyreader app
EasyReader App | Dolphin Computer Access (yourdolphin.com) to modify text style, size,
colour, background etc.

For other students, it is likely that the electronic copy would be a starting point for further
modification by the learner’s VI Service. This modification and production would be very
time consuming, and | would suggest that this is reflected in the student's EHCP so that the
necessary resources can be made available.

Customeyes CustomEyes Books | Guide Dogs do LP revision guides in bespoke formats for
RRP of standard copy.

The following GCSE revision guides are available from RNIB Bookshare in Braille and
Structured Word formats.

GCSE English Language and Literature 9781782943686
GCSE English Lanquage And Literature: Complete Revision And Practice

GCSE French 9781292131429
Pearson REVISE AQA GCSE French Revision Guide

GCSE Maths Higher 9781782943860
GCSE Mathematics For the 9-1 course The Revision Guide Higher level

GCSE Science Foundation 9781782945604
New Grade 9-1 GCSE Combined Science: AQA Revision Guide with Online Edition -
Foundation

GCSE Science Higher 9781782945598
GCSE Combined Science for AQA (Grade 9-1): The Revision Guide, Higher



https://www.rnibbookshare.org/cms/
https://www.rnibbookshare.org/cms/
https://yourdolphin.com/EasyReader-App
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/getting-support/help-for-children-and-families/living-independently/customeyes-books/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rnibbookshare.org%2Fbrowse%2Fbook%2F5149951%3FreturnPath%3DL3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPTk3ODE3ODI5NDM2ODY&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Sharp%40rnib.org.uk%7C01e6d0e402e84434d4aa08dafaeab83a%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638098183257157566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UVH5QnVkLaDCS1xsDMOt95g%2FojC0x%2BHJfVgwwvDR2cE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rnibbookshare.org%2Fbrowse%2Fbook%2F5149950%3FreturnPath%3DL3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPTk3ODEyOTIxMzE0Mjk&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Sharp%40rnib.org.uk%7C01e6d0e402e84434d4aa08dafaeab83a%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638098183257157566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=faxP8csVRW3MLymssnCvCttK7O%2FG2dVzZtdnWp1PJX4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rnibbookshare.org%2Fbrowse%2Fbook%2F5149959%3FreturnPath%3DL3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPTk3ODE3ODI5NDM4NjA&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Sharp%40rnib.org.uk%7C01e6d0e402e84434d4aa08dafaeab83a%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638098183257157566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R%2BSpEWtapQGd7Rr2pXRQrhzqjLbEa7Y7v5Fq3zFgkvM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rnibbookshare.org%2Fbrowse%2Fbook%2F5149971%3FreturnPath%3DL3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPTk3ODE3ODI5NDU2MDQ&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Sharp%40rnib.org.uk%7C01e6d0e402e84434d4aa08dafaeab83a%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638098183257157566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LS7emHSrRYrTUKcnAYn8%2FQnkrhNYE4ETDwgw759u%2BNs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rnibbookshare.org%2Fbrowse%2Fbook%2F5149971%3FreturnPath%3DL3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPTk3ODE3ODI5NDU2MDQ&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Sharp%40rnib.org.uk%7C01e6d0e402e84434d4aa08dafaeab83a%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638098183257157566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LS7emHSrRYrTUKcnAYn8%2FQnkrhNYE4ETDwgw759u%2BNs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rnibbookshare.org%2Fbrowse%2Fbook%2F5149972%3FreturnPath%3DL3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPTk3ODE3ODI5NDU1OTg&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Sharp%40rnib.org.uk%7C01e6d0e402e84434d4aa08dafaeab83a%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638098183257157566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vEur4XySQXxDWy8v2eL4qfUVpn3E5gCqQhlvJkU7%2Bog%3D&reserved=0

ONLINE REVISION SITES:

If schools use revision sites, there should be alternative, accessible revision materials
available. If the learner needs to develop their skills to use assistive technology to access
online revision sites, the QTVI should be able to help them with this. There are lots of apps
and in-built accessibility functions on iPad and android devices which will make revision
guides more accessible.

Alternatively, information from the revision sites can be modified and provided to the student
in an accessible format by their VI service.

CALCULATORS

Exam boards allow the use of any calculator as long as it complies with exam regulations
(this would only exclude online calculators) and the device is locked to the calculator app
using restricted access settings. There are a range of accessible calculators available and it
Is the responsibility of the school, working with the QTVI, to find the most suitable solution
for each learner. As a last resort, learners can instruct a practical assistant to press the
buttons for them and ask a reader to read the result.

IPad apps including calculators were discussed in detail at the NatSIP/VIEW online event in
Nov 2021 — the audio of this event is available as a

podcast: https://podcasts.natsip.org.uk/e/2/. | cover a bit about calculators from around 10.30
and how to set up restricted access on an iPad in exams from 13.40. There is also a factsheet
available for the episode (see the link above) which has some helpful app listings as well.



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmailinglists.siforums.org.uk%2Fdada%2Fmail.cgi%2Fr%2FVIForum%2F128806303595%2Fviforumadmin%2Fsiforums.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cviforummoderators%40rnib.org.uk%7Ca115bbd2cd354d1ec35508da6513dd52%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C637933433236763448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aH4ifbhof7qDwKAdTr%2BEjZksrIw2bCHqXma4dE%2Fp00c%3D&reserved=0

