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Session 1
What is an 
EHCP and 

who is 
entitled to 

one?

CYP VI Network 
14 October 2024



Session 
Outcomes

We’d like you to:
• Understand the difference between SEN Support, 

a School Based Plan and Education & Health Care 

Plan

• Have the confidence to explain how your 

child/young person meets the criteria for 

assessment

• Understand the statutory process and how to 

start applying for an EHCP

• Know the next steps if you are refused an 

assessment or EHCP.



Topics for 
discussion

What is SEND?

What is an EHCP?

How to get an EHCP – the 
statutory criteria and assessment 

Understanding the EHCP form and 
what to include

EHCP myth busters 



What is an 
EHCP?
An EHCP is a legal 
document that lays out a 
child or young person’s 
special educational 
needs, things they would 
like to achieve 
(outcomes) and the 
support they need to 
achieve those outcomes.



Special 
Education 
Needs at 
school 
and 
college

A child or young person is 
recognized as having Special 
Educational Needs (SEN) or Special 
Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND) if they have a 
vision impairment and/or learning 
difficulty AND they need extra or 
different support from others at 
the same age. 



SEND – 
legal 
definition
Children and Families 
Act 2014

20 (1) A child or young person is recognised as having 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) if he 
or she has a learning difficulty or disability which calls 
for special educational provision to be made for him or 
her. 

 
(2) A child of compulsory school age or a young person 
has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she –
 
(a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than 
the majority of others of the same age, or
 
(b) has a disability which prevents or hinders him or 
her from making use of facilities of a kind generally 
provided for others of the same age in mainstream 
schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.



SEND – 
legal 
definition
Children and Families 
Act 2014

21 Special educational provision, health care 
provision and social care provision

(1)“Special educational provision”, for a child aged 
two or more or a young person, means educational 
or training provision that is additional to, or 
different from, that made generally for others of 
the same age in:

(a) mainstream schools in England,

(b) maintained nursery schools in England,

(c) mainstream post-16 institutions in England, or

(d) places in England at which relevant early years 
education is provided.



Section 
36

Children and 
Families Act 2014

The local authority must secure an EHC needs 
assessment for the child or young person if, after 
having regard to any views expressed and evidence 
submitted under subsection (7), the authority is of the 
opinion that - 
(a) the child or young person has or may have special 
educational needs, and
(b) it may be necessary for special educational 
provision to be made for the child or young person in 
accordance with an EHC plan.



Types of 
special 
educationa
l needs

The SEN code of practice groups SEN in 4 
categories

• communication and interaction, for example 
speech, language and communication difficulties that 
make it harder to understand language and 
communicate well with others

•
cognition and learning, for example learning 
more slowly than other children of the same age

•
social, emotional and mental health 
difficulties, for example finding it harder to manage 
relationships with others

•
sensory or physical needs,  for example having a 
visual or hearing impairment, or physical needs that 
require ongoing support and equipment.



Vision 
impairmen
t and SEN

Vision impairment is a barrier to learning 
and can affect:

• His/her perception of the immediate 
environment, objects, learning resources and 
other people. 

• His/her ability to detect spatial arrangements 
(height, width, length and shape), resulting in a 
delay in building up an understanding of 
objects or situations from separate 
components. 

• The child’s development of mental processes 
such as conceptual thought, logical memory 
and language.



Vision 
impairmen
t and SEN

Vision impairment is a barrier to learning 
and can affect:

• The time needed to take in information or 
perform tasks.

• His/her ability to detect non-verbal clues, 
facial expressions, posture, body language

• The child’s awareness of his/her own 
non-verbal gestures and expressions on others.



Vision 
impairmen
t and SEN

The Vision Impairment Simulator that we will 
be using is at:
https://www.pocklington.org.uk/education/professionals/what-do-we-s
ee-2/ 

2.29 – 2.15 Nystagmus https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=149

5.16 – 6.36 Retinitis Pigmentosa 
https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=316

7.44 – 8.16 Cataracts https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=464

13.00 – 13.39 Optic Atrophy 
https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=780

https://www.pocklington.org.uk/education/professionals/what-do-we-see-2/
https://www.pocklington.org.uk/education/professionals/what-do-we-see-2/
https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=149
https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=316
https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=464
https://youtu.be/7BVOdxJ70_M?t=780


Vision 
impairmen
t and SEN

• Almost all of a VI child's learning will demand hugely 
greater effort than his/her sighted peers and will take 
much more time. 

• The RNIB estimates that the delivery of the school 
curriculum is 80% visual, so clearly a VI child is likely to 
miss much of this and consequently faces huge barriers 
to accessing the curriculum and to effective learning. 

• Is work appropriately modified ?

• Will it be accessible and meaningful to a VI child ? 

• Is appropriate support and assistive technology 
available? 

• Will anything in the lesson present the child with a 
barrier to his/her learning, understanding or progress ?



SEN Support 
What to do 
next

If you think your child does have 
special educational needs that 
haven’t been identified or which 
aren’t being met, speak to staff at:
• The nursery
• Your child’s teacher
• A Special Educational Needs 

Co-Ordinator (SENCO)
• Your GP or health visitor
• Consider requesting an educational 

psychologist assessment



SEN Support 
What to do 
next

School Based Plan versus 
EHCP What might your child 
need?
• Low level support – graduated 

response(assess, plan, do, review)

• Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 
My Plan or School Based Plan

• Education & Health Care 
Assessment



Graduated 
Response



When is an 
EHCP 
appropriate?

• Children under five, if they have severe 
and complex needs, require a special 
school or specialist early intervention.

• Children over five, where your child’s 
needs can’t reasonably be met without 
additional specialist support under the 
‘graduated approach’.

• If your child’s SEND makes it impossible 
for them to attend school, ‘education 
other than at school’ EOTAS provision will 
be set out in an EHC Plan.



What is an 
EHCP?

• An EHCP is a legal document that lays out a child 
or young person’s special educational needs, 
things they would like to achieve (called 
outcomes) and the support they need to achieve 
those outcomes.

• EHCPs should also describe the child or young 
person’s health and social care needs which 
relate to their special educational needs, and 
specify any support required for these.

• Your local authority (LA) is legally responsible for 
providing any special educational or social care 
support described in an EHCP; the health service 
is responsible for the health care.



What does 
an EHCP 
look like?

A. The views, interests and aspirations of the child and 
their parents, or of the young person 

B. Your child’s special educational needs (SEN)
C. Your child’s health needs which relate to their SEN 
D. Your child’s social care needs which relate to their 

SEN 
E. The outcomes that your child wants to achieve
F. The special educational provision needed to meet 

your child’s special educational needs 
G. Any health provision reasonably required by the 

learning difficulties or disabilities which result in the 
child or young person having SEN 

H. Placement 
I. Details of any personal budget or direct payment
J. Copies of all advice and information used to draft the 

EHCP



Obtaining 
an EHCP - 

Timeline



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Myth Busting: The School is 
responsible for requesting the statutory 
assessment for an EHCP

Fact: You, or your child (aged 16+ but 
under 25) can request the LA carry out an 
assessment. A request can also be made by 
a doctor, health visitor, teacher, SENCo and 
family friend



How to get 
an EHCP

Myth Busting: The School must agree with 
your views that your child might need an EHCP

Fact: Even if a school disagrees with you, 
they would be obliged to provide further 
information if the LA request them. You 
know your child and how their challenges 
are impacted in different settings. Their 
challenges may present differently in the 
home environment. A statutory assessment 
sets out to investigate all aspects of their 
special educational needs including those 
not yet investigated or considered. 



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Myth Busting: A statutory assessment 
cannot be requested if the child has not 
exceeded £6000 of allocated SEN support. 

Fact: This is a criteria that some LA’s add 
to raise the threshold for assessment. The 
legal threshold for assessment does not 
stipulate a cost. Legally, you only need to 
demonstrate that you believe your child has 
special educational needs AND may require 
an EHC plan to deliver the level of support 
they require.  



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Myth: School does not have funding to meet 
needs of EHCP

Fact: Schools are provided with the cost of the 
basic per pupil entitlement (AWPU) approx. £4,000 
per child and additional money to provide support 
for children with SEN, called their delegated budget. 
Each child with SEN is entitled to receive up to 
£6,000 funding from their school per year (£10,000 
for children at special schools). 

If you or the school can demonstrate that more than 
£6,000 worth of support is required, it further 
demonstrates an EHCP assessment should be done. 
The provision in the EHCP is then met by top up 
funding at a rate agreed by the LA.



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Myth Busting: You must complete an 
application form to apply for a  statutory 
assessment 

Fact: Some LA’s prefer this method. It is 
not a legal requirement. You can write a 
letter of request for statutory assessment 
outlining how they meet the threshold. 



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Myth Busting: You cannot have an 
EHCP and its associated funding if your child 
is at a private school.

Fact: You are very unlikely to receive the 
core funding or extra £6,000 SEND funding 
at a private school, but you can apply for top 
up funding.



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

I am contacting you to formally request a statutory assessment of my 

son/daughter’s Education, Health and Social Care needs under section 36 (1) 

of the Children and Families Act 2014. 

I understand that the test that the Local Authority must apply in considering 

this request is contained in section 36 (8) of the Children and Families Act 

2014 and has two parts.

The LA must assess where:

a) The child or young person has or may have special educational needs, and

b) It may be necessary for special educational provision to be made for the 

child or young person in accordance with an EHC plan.

s.36(8) Children and Families Act 2014

This assumes there is a possibility NOT probability of special educational 

needs. 

I have enclosed supporting documentation which demonstrates that X 

exceeds this threshold for assessment. 



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessmen
t

Evidence of SEN 
- Part One of the 
Test

Sensory and/or physical needs
Freddie meets the threshold for part one of the test. 
He has special educational needs because:

• He is registered as sight impaired. He has a diagnosis 
of xx. His vision impairment impacts on his learning 
in the following ways: List examples 

• Freddie has already been identified as requiring 
support by school and they have put some 
interventions in place which includes modified text 
in font 24, a laptop to access and record his work 
and literacy and numeracy interventions. Despite 
these adjustments Freddie is performing below his 
potential/failing to access all areas of the 
curriculum. 



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessmen
t

Examples of SEN

-Does information have to be broken down and repeated 
to understand a task?

-Do they retain information? What, if any, support do they 
receive? (Short term/long term?) 

-Do they require prompts from a supporting adult to 
maintain concentration to complete a task?

-Do they require support or adaptations to access 
resources?

-Can they independently record their own work and 
learning? How is this achieved? Do they require 
technology, additional training or adult support?

-Are they socially isolated? Do they have increased 
anxiety?

-Are they achieving at the same level as their peers?

-Supporting Professional Evidence e.g. Educational 
Psychologist   



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Evidence of SEN – 
Part Two of the 
Test

Part two of the test is that it may be necessary for special 
educational provision to be made for the child/young 
person through the issuing of an EHC plan. 

My reasons for believing that my child may need an EHC 
Plan are: (examples)

• Freddie is increasingly anxious and frustrated at the lack 
of adjustment and understanding of his individual needs 
which is affecting his self-esteem and confidence.

• Freddie requires dedicated LSA and teaching time which 
is highlighted in reports; in addition, resources should 
be prepared in advance of the lesson which will enable 
him fair and equal access to opportunity for education 
and learning. 

(insert recommendations made in professional reports)



How to 
apply for a 
statutory 
assessment

Evidence of SEN – 
Part Two of the 
Test

It is our opinion that because of Freddie’s 

significant difficulties, without effective 

intervention and support he will have difficulty in:

∙ achieving his educational potential

∙ accessing the curriculum on a par with his 
peers

∙ achieving and maintaining an appropriate 
self-esteem

∙ achieving age-appropriate autonomy 
(intellectual; physical; social)

∙ achieving genuine integration within his peer 
group



Timeline



The right 
to 
appeal

You must make the 
appeal to SEND 
Tribunal within 2 
months of the LA 
decision

You can lodge appeals about:
• a decision by LA not to assess or re-assess
• a decision by LA not to proceed with EHC Plan 
• the description of a child/YP’s SEN specified in 

an EHC plan, the special educational provision 
specified, the school or other institution or 
type of school or other institution specified in 
the plan or that no school or other institution is 
specified 

• an amendment to these elements of the EHC 
plan  

• a decision LA not to amend an EHC plan 
following a review or re-assessment 

• a decision by a local authority to cease to 
maintain an EHC plan 



Session 
Outcomes

Session Outcomes:
• Understand the difference between SEN Support, 

a School Based Plan and Education & Health Care 

Plan

• Have the confidence to explain how your 

child/young person meets the criteria for 

assessment

• Understand the statutory process and how to 

start applying for an EHCP

• Know the next steps if you are refused an 

assessment or EHCP.



Prepare
your child 
to fly



4th November 
at 7pm 

What makes a 
good EHC Plan 
and who can 
help?


